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SUBJECT: THE COMMON FUND: CURRENT SITUATION AND PROSPECTS 

REF: STATE 82918 

1 . IN CALL ON OSCAR MAURTUA OF FOREIGN MINISTRY OFFICE 

OF FOREIGN ECONOMIC POLICY TO DISCUSS ANOTHER TOPIC, ECON 
OFFICER RAISED QUESTION OF COMMON FUND. MAURTUA, WHO HAD 
BEEN ESCORT OFFICER FOR UNCTAD SYG COREA DURING LATTER'S 
VISIT TO LIMA EARLIER THIS MONTH, SAID THAT COREA HAD BEEN 
OPTIMISTIC ABOUT RESUMPTION OF COMMON FUND NEGOTIATION 
CONFERENCE IN JUNE. ACCORDING TO MAURTUA, COREA HAD INDICATED 
THAT HE FELT BOTH SIDES NOW VIEWED THE NEGOTIATION IN A MORE 
PRAGMATIC MANNER AND THAT THERE WAS THEREFORE A GREATER 
POSSIBILITY FOR COMPROMISE. WHEN ECON OFF ASKED WHAT BASIS FOR 
COREA’S OPTIMISM WAS, MAURTUA GAVE VAGUE RESPONSE TO EFFECT THAT 
THERE WAS A PERCEPTION THAT DEVELOPED COUNTRIES WERE IN PROCESS 
OF MODIFYING THEIR POSITION. 
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2. MAURTUA OFFERED LITTLE WITH REGARD TO GOP VIEWS, 

EITHER ON SUBSTANCE OF COMMON FUND OR ON POSSIBILITY 
OF RESUMPTION OF CONFERENCE. FROM HIS REMARKS IT 
APPEARS PERU WOULD GO ALONG WITH CALL BY COREA OR OTHERS 
FOR JUNE CONFERENCE RESUMPTION, EVEN IN ABSENCE OF ANY 
SIGN THAT CONFERENCE COULD ACCOMPLISH SOMETHING. 
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